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DECEMBER 11, 2022 ¥ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT t

Fr. Andrew MolewsKki
Pastor

Fr. Julian Kaczowka, SChr
Assistant Pastor

Deacon Ray Zolandz

Mass Schedule

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. (Polish)

4:00 p.m.

Holy Days: see website & bulletin
First Friday: 6:30 p.m.
Purgatorial Society Mass

Adoration: Sunday 3-4:00 p.m.

Weekday Mass Schedule
(in Saint Pope John Paul IT Chapel
Monday - Friday 6:30 p.m.

(Adoration 5:30-6:25pm each evening)

Saturday 8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Confession on Saturday: 3:00-3:45 p.m.

and on weeknights before Mass

St. }[éd.w Church welcomes you... Confession December 19th
We the faithful of Saint Hedwig Parish, a Catholic Community, 12:00-2:00pm 5:00-7:00pm
are committed to living and sharing the Gospel values as|| Parish Office Business Hours
disciples of Jesus Christ, celebrating our lives together around| Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday

the table of the Eucharist and other sacramental times during 9:(")19u2.sr<riléyt/0E3v:e0nOi£gm.

our journey of faith. 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.




D ear Parishioners and Friends,

The first reading is likely from the period of Israel’s
Babylonian exile, and was part of a collection of oracles at-
tributed to an unknown prophet preaching in the tradition of
Isaiah. The majority of these oracles are found in Chapters 40-
55. The vision this prophet announces is one of redemption in
which God will save the faithful exiles. Evidence of God’s
presence is made manifest in the supernatural responses of na-
ture. The arid wilderness will bloom and rejoice. The fabled
beauty of Lebanon and Carmel will now belong to the dry land
of the desert and steppe. Some unnamed members are called to
strengthen and make firm the returning exiles. God’s presence
will not only be evident in nature. Human disabilities will be
corrected. The blind will see, the deaf hear, the lame leap, and
those without speech sing. This same verse will be cited by
Jesus to describe His own ministry in today’s Gospel.

While the Letter of James and the oracle of Isaiah are ad-
dressed to two different communities more than five hundred
years apart, they both speak with hope of the coming presence
of god. James addresses a community in despair because of the
delay of the parousia. “You too must be patient,” he admonish-
es. This echoes earlier encouragement to endure trials patiently.
Until the time that Jesus returns, the community is to endure
without complaint, taking the lives of the prophets as their
guide. The grumbling against others may result from rising
doubts about the coming judgment.

The question John sends via his disciples may puzzle some
readers who remember John’s declaration in Matthew 3:11 that
there one was coming who would be mightier that he, followed
by his reluctant baptizing of Jesus. Likely, the source of this
encounter and Jesus’ subsequent pronouncement about John
comes from Q, a sayings source shared by Matthew and Luke,
but not found in Mark. Jesus answers John’s disciples by citing
Isaiah 35. Jesus is demonstrating the deeds that ported God’s
presence among the people: the blind see, the lame walk, the
sick are healed, etc. By describing his actions, Jesus is demon-
strating that He is the Messiah. No wonder Jesus adds, “And
blessed is the one who takes no offense at me” (Matthew 11:6).

God bless,
Fr. Andrew

OF ADVENT
GAUDETE SUND‘ !

T Slowo Ksiedza Wikariusza T

I< ochani Parafianie,

Nadal towarzyszy nam lzajasz. Dzis przezywamy niedziele
adwentowego odprezenia. W liturgii jeszcze niezreformowanej
dzis odprawialo sie Msze sw. nie w kolorze fioletowym ale
rozowym, co oznaczalo, ze czas pokutnej katechezy zostal jak-
by zawieszony, ustepujac miejsca radosci z majacego juz
wkrotce nastapic Narodzenia Bozego. W tej radosci uczest-
niczyc ma — jak sugeruje prorok Izajasz — swiat roslin i zwier-
zat a chorzy i cierpiacy wskutek tej radosci doznaja ulgi i
poprawy samopoczucia. Odzyskuja wolnosc wszyscy uwiezi-
eni, wroca do domow wygnancy.

Ale ta radosc nie powinna sie przeksztalcac w zbyt pocho-
pna euforie. Potrzebna nam jeszcze ciagle cierpliwosc. Do jej
pielegnowania bardzo jestesmy zachecani w drugim czytaniu
dzisiejszej liturgii Slowa. “Trwajcie cierpliwie, bracia, az do
przyjscia Pana”. Ciekawe, ze za przyklad cierpliwosci Jakub
apostol kaze nam wziac prorokow. Moze dlatego, ze wlasnie
oni, prorocy, nieraz bardzo dlugo i cierpliwie musieli oczeki-
wac na wypelnienie sie ich przepowiedni? Apostol doradza
cierpliwosc nie tylko w oczekiwaniu na przyjscie Pana, lecz
takze we wzajemnych miedzyludzkich stosunkach: “Nie us-
karzajcie sie, bracia, jeden na drugiego”.

Szczesc Boze,
Ks. Julian

Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace
for the World” - Our Lady of Fatima
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Thank, You {0 ljour contribuction - bi anal sl

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Nov. 26 & 27th $3771.00

Offertory Envelopes—$ 3049
& Special Collections —$ 722

7

We appreciate your generosity and thank you.




WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF ST. HEDWIG

Steele Repair Update

A Restoration Journey that began with an
engineering study in 2005 and has been on-
going since work initially began on a mas-
sive undertaking to completely restore and
preserve the exterior of our church is com-
ing down the “home-stretch” with the final
phase, “The Steeple Restoration.” This final
phase is focusing on the upper portion of
our twin spires. The first portion is now un-
derway; the steeple crosses were removed
on Monday, November 21, 2022. The cross-
es were fabricated using 20 gauge copper
and assembled in sections using detailed
soldering. The ornate bases of the crosses,
also fabricated of 20 gauge copper were
made using an ornate design pattern and
were pressed into shape using a molded
template. The crosses were last refurbished
in 1960, when the church received a similar
exterior restoration. Since then, the 23-karat
gold leafing has faded mainly due to expo-
sure to the sun’s UV rays and various
weather conditions over the years. The
crosses are being restored in the shops of the
Hassler Steeplejack Company in Philadelph-
1a, PA. There, the crosses and their basses
will be thoroughly cleaned and receive three
(3) coated of surface treatment primer. That
will be followed by the careful and delicate
application of 23-karat gold leafing. The
planned installation date is set for Monday,
December 12th, weather permitting of
course!

After the installation of our newly restored
Twin Spire Crosses, the steeplejack will
carefully inspect and provide the necessary
repairs and modifications to the steeple’s
slate roofing tiles and the lead-coated cop-
per flashings. We will continue to keep you
posted and the project continues. The work
is being documented and many photos are
capturing the progress.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CHRISTMAS BABKA & BAKE
SALE
The Pope John Paul II Knights of Co-
lumbus are selling Babka and other
baked goodies! Pick up a flyer on the
table in the back of the Church. All
orders must be placed in advance by
December 10th. Pickup date is Satur-
day, December 17th from 9AM to 11:00AM in the hall
beneath the Church. Menu: Plain Babka $10; Box of
Chrusciki  $8; Cheese babka $18; Sweet Poppy Seed
Loaf $16; and Loaf of sliced Rye bread $8. To place an
order by December 10th, please call Stan at (302)429-
0102. We thank you for your
generosity and support throughout the year.

Catholic Forum Radio

Listen to Catholic Forum each week. Next Satur-
day,December 1 7" tune-in to learn about how Ad-
vent and Christmas is celebrated in countries such
as Italy, Mexico and Poland. Catholic Forum airs
on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio
640. You can listen online anytime at cdow.org/
CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Forum”
on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon Music
podcasts. For photos, information regarding up-
coming guests, links and more, fLikeO Catholic Fo-
rum on Facebook at facebook.com/CatholicForum
@CatholicForum

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Father Andrew, Katie, Joe Rybaltowski,
Fran Golden, John Yasik, Bri Iacona,
Rosalie Wilner, Mary Ann Romano,
Anna Kaminska, Wanda Weikel,
Evor Olson, Sharon Kozlowski,
Cindy, Dot, Joe, Hanna, Terry, Ale-
ksander,

Janet Karick, Lori Weikel, Erin Rathmanner,
John & Sally Sitek, John & Marie Larouche,
Joseph Dewey, Jack McDermott, Rudolf Wolanin, Jose-
phine Szczerba and her brothers, Emma Kozlowski, Sr.
Lisa Bartlowski and Frank Kricharski

HEAL THEM O LORD!




